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Ms. Eartha Mae Key

AUG 5, 1960 - FEB 17, 2023

E artha Mae Key was born August 5, 1960, in Meridian, Mississippi to Willie Sr.
and Pauline Key. Eartha received the salvation of Christ at a young age of eight
years old as a member of Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church. She was a
graduate of Meridian High School, Class of 1978, and attended Jackson State
University, where she was a proud member of the Sonic Boom marching band.
Eartha's love for the Sonic Boom continued throughout her life, compelling her to
participate in the Alumni Band throughout several decades. Eartha later continued
her college matriculation and graduated from Mississippi State University, where she
completed both her undergraduate and graduate studies receiving both her Bachelor
of Science and Master of Science degrees.

Professionally, Eartha has served in Meridian and surrounding areas working in Data
Administration at Ochsner Rush Health Hospital in Meridian, Mississippi and the Meridian
Public Schools System. She later served as a Social Worker for DHS and as an Executive
Administrative Assistant for Freedom Rock Cathedral. She utilized every professional experience
to be as impactful to people as possible. Through her earthly ministry, Eartha has been a mentor
of many, spanning decades. She served God faithfully and loved unconditionally without
measure; and seized every opportunity to share her testimony and God's love with every person
she encountered. Eartha was licensed to preach at Freedom Rock Cathedral, under the auspices of
her son, Bishop LaBaron Hedgemon, and had completed all requirements for ordination before
her transition. She served faithfully in many capacities in the spirit of excellence and as unto the
Lord for the assemblies in which she held membership. Eartha achieved one of her lifelong
dreams of membership into Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. in April of 2019; where she served as
the Meridian Alumnae Chapter Chaplain until her transition. She transitioned from this earthen
life to a life more eternal on Friday, February 17, 2023, at Ochsner Rush Health Hospital,
Meridian. A time to mourn; preceded in death by her father Willie Key, Sr., she leaves to cherish
her memories, her mother, Pauline; her sons, LaBaron (Michelle), Marcus (Paige) and Wayne
(Jennifer); her brothers Willie Key, Jr. and Thomas (Aisha); her beloved grandchildren Alaysia,,
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Kristofer, Marcus, BalLeigh, Peyton, Corinthian, BJ, and Xavier; two aunts, one uncle and one
great uncle; one niece and two nephews; and a host of many bonus siblings, children and
grandchildren. Eartha lived a full and purposeful life of servitude to God, family, friends and the
body of Christ, and she positively touched the lives of everyone she met. She has left an indelible
mark on the lives of each, which will last a lifetime. Life is much better because she passed this
way. Life's race well run, Life's work well done, Life's victory won, Now cometh rest.
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@ Events

Visitation

= Friday, February 24, 2023

(® 6:30PM-7:30 PM CT

@ Berry and Gardner Funeral Home - Meridian
1300 George F. Sims Ave. (34th Ave.), Meridian

MS 39301

Funeral Service

ﬁ Saturday, February 25, 2023

(O 100 AMCT

@ Freedom Rock Christian Fellowship
5718 5th Street, Meridian MS 39307

Ms. Eartha Mae Key
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.3699495,-88.7119403
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Tribute Wall Ms. Eartha Mae Key

AUG 5, 1960 - FEB 17, 2023

Greg Mangum sent a virtual gift in honor of Eartha.

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family during this difficult time. Thank you Tl
for allowing us to be a small part of celebrating the life of your loved one. - Greg "
Mangum, Family Service Counselor, Forest Lawn Memory Gardens

March 15 at 6:34 AM

Dora Minnett lit a candle in honor of Eartha.

Rest in heaven! Love always, Minnett!

F-

March 3 at 8:51 PM
Beverly Hearn lit a candle in honor of Eartha.
Praying for peace, comfort, and strength...

) 4
March 1at 4:51 PM
Charlotte Dubra lit a candle in honor of Eartha.
Charlotte Dubra lit a candle in memory of Eartha Key ]

l El

February 25 at 9:15 AM

Anonymous sent a Vivid Recollections to the Key family.

February 24 at 11:42 AM

Anonymous sent a Lavender Reflections Spray to the Key family.

February 24 at 4:09 AM
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Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Key family. ‘A6

February 23 at 6:05 PM

8 Anonymous sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Key family.

February 23 at 1:51 PM

Dr. Hart & Lady K Ramsey sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Key family. e

February 23 at 1:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Eartha by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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